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From: Ben Kenward <bkenward@brookes.ac.uk>
Date: Wednesday, 29 June 2022
Subject: Informing about intended academic survey about hypothetical wind turbine idea near Rampisham, West Dorset
To: planningwest@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk, chparishclerk@gmail.com, rampishamparish@aol.com, fromevalley@dorset-aptc.gov.uk, tollerporcorum@dorset-aptc.gov.uk, office@mapperton.com


Dr Ben Kenward,
Senior Lecturer in Psychology,
Oxford Brookes University
soole@brookes.ac.uk
01865 482826
29/6/2022
Dear Dorset Council (planning west), Corscombe, Rampisham, Chilfrome, Wraxall, Toller Porcorum, Powerstock, North Poorton, and Mapperton Parish Councils / Meetings,
(I have no contact details for Wraxall.)
I am the coordinator of the SOOLE (Surveying Opinion On Local Energy) academic research project examining public opinion about onshore wind turbines. I’d like to let you know that we are considering surveying local opinion about a hypothetical wind turbine plan, proposed for Rampisham Down where the masts once stood.
This location for a hypothetical wind turbine plan to survey about has been chosen because it could be considered a plausible location. It has good wind, and although it’s in a sensitive area because of the SSSI and AONB, wind turbines might not be considered to seriously impact on the grassland, and there is precedent for there being tall structures there. We would aim to survey all residents living near to the location of the project idea, inviting them to participate with hand-delivered leaflets. We would intend to begin surveying at the earliest two weeks from the date of this email.
We are informing you about the project in part as a courtesy, but also so as to avoid the possibility that our survey interferes with any similar ongoing project proposals. I would therefore like to ask, are you aware of any other onshore wind projects currently proposed for this area or elsewhere in west Dorset?
Our public-facing survey materials take a neutral stance on onshore wind, as is appropriate for surveying public opinion. The overall aim of our project is to facilitate onshore wind development in areas where the public supports it – data that is already collected suggests that most surveyed areas show majority support for local wind energy. We intend to write an academic report summarising these support levels for local wind energy, which we will submit as part of the upcoming government consultation on onshore wind, and would also be happy to share with yourselves.
Cheers,
Dr Ben Kenward
--
Dr Ben Kenward, Senior Lecturer in Psychology,
Centre for Psychological Research, Oxford Brookes University, UK
http://www.benkenward.com    Office hours: http://bit.ly/bkhours
