
CHDPC MEETING 8 MARCH 2021  agenda item 8 appendix F 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT ON THE DRAFT DORSET PLAN 

Overall response 

The Plan shows no vision for a different future, no concession to the urgency of or 
the need for change, and an obsession with heritage and landscape which is no 
longer sustainable.  Its provisions in respect of housing miss opportunities to improve 
social justice and reverse the ageing demographic within the County.  It appears to 
be written to be Dorset National Park proof, in case this National Park comes into 
being, and this is a major and adverse constraint. 

The Draft plan encompasses many areas in considerable detail, however given how 
short the notice has been to respond, (the deadline is March 15) I suggest the Parish 
Council should concentrate its fire on the two major issues of Climate Emergency and 
Housing. 

1. CLIMATE EMERGENCY 

The Plan has wasted an opportunity to show that Dorset Council can be forward 
looking and embrace the sort of changes necessary to implement its own Climate 
and Ecological Emergency Plan.  Having announced a climate and ecological 
emergency Dorset Council now has to deliver, and the Plan shows some small scale 
elements which support this. However the Plan is still beholden to national 
government regulations, community opinion, protecting the beauty of the landscape 
and concerns about heritage. All these create so many potential loopholes that the 
Council is unlikely to be able to make the comprehensive changes needed to meet its 
carbon targets without significant changes to its Local Plan. The Climate Emergency 
Plan and the Local Plan seem to have been written two different people who do not 
communicate with each other.  We should urge Dorset Council to make carbon 
neutrality an absolute priority. Scientific evidence shows that this is a climate 
emergency and we do not have time to procrastinate. The next seventeen years, the 
period of the Plan, are crucial if we are going to avoid catastrophic damage to the 
natural world and global societies.   

Offshore wind turbines 

It is inconsistent with the rest of the plan not to provide a policy statement on 
offshore wind. Policies should be included which encourage applications. 

 
As referenced in other sections of the Dorset Local Plan, the impact of any new low 
carbon development needs be assessed against its benefits. Offshore windfarms off 



the Dorset Coast would be the largest contribution Dorset could make in tackling the 
threat of climate change for the benefit of future generations. The low carbon 
electricity generated from a Navitus Bay scale of project would meet the entire 
electricity demand of Dorset, Bournemouth and Poole and (without subsidy) at lower 
cost than new fossil fuel or nuclear generation. The World Heritage Site designation 
is based on Dorset coast’s unique geology and fossil history, not on landscape. The 
fossil heritage would not be impacted by a windfarm 10-20 miles from the coast. The 
view of the windfarm, far from adversely affecting enjoyment, would give many 
residents, especially the younger generation, hope for the future.  

Onshore wind turbines 

It is inconsistent with the rest of the plan not to provide a policy statement on large 
scale onshore wind. Policies should be included which encourage applications. 

Dorset Council has to address the fundamental issue of the conflict between heritage 
and landscape considerations and the need for hugely increased renewable energy 
production as made clear in its own Climate Emergency Plan, which will in the eyes 
of some residents and visitors (but by no means all) as despoiling the landscape. 
Without addressing the latter there will be no one to appreciate the former. Large 
wind turbines taking advantage of excellent wind speeds are a visual testimony that 
Dorset Council and its planners care for future generations. 

The tiny areas identified on the Northern and Southern maps show how little 
recognition is given to onshore wind in the Local Plan. This is inconsistent with 
achieving renewable energy targets in the recently published Dorset Council Climate 
and Ecological Emergency Plan. 

These maps discourage applications for large turbines, which is contrary to 
aspirations to address the climate emergency described in loose terms elsewhere in 
the Local Plan. 

The maps should therefore not be included, each application being dealt with on its 
individual merits. If maps are to be included, potential location sites in East Dorset, 
West Dorset, and Portland should also be shown. 

The 15m height limit constraint in much of the County area means the turbines are 
unlikely to economically viable, so is an effective way to discourage applications, 
contrary to aspirations elsewhere in this plan and the Dorset Climate Emergency 
plan. 

There is no good reason for the constraint that a small turbine should be community 
led or included in a neighbourhood plan. The community has the opportunity to 
comment on any application as part of the approval process. 



The relative weightings given to landscape versus the need for renewable energy, 
and the method for dealing with vexatious objections should be clarified. 
 

Fossil Fuel development  

Whilst the draft Local Plan has policies for renewable energy it does not have any 
policies on fossil fuel developments. The oil and gas industry is planning to expand its 
onshore operations and Dorset has attractive target geology (viz. the Puddletown 
proposal).  

Planning decisions should involve the full assessment of the greenhouse gas impacts 
of any development proposals. Applications for oil and gas exploration will include 
assessment of the carbon impacts deriving from the use of the products of the 
operation. Development proposals which are identified as having a significant carbon 
impact from any stage of their operations including from the products of their 
operations should be refused unless a) the Council is satisfied, based on scientific 
evidence, that any risk of adverse impacts has been eliminated; (b) the proposal will 
not compromise the Council’s duties in relation to climate change mitigation, 
including on a cumulative basis; and; (c) the proposal and any cumulative effect is 
environmentally acceptable, including (but not exclusively) on noise, transport, 
landscape, amenity, public health and wildlife or it can be made so by planning 
conditions or obligations.  

2. HOUSING 

Housing specification 

Significant by its absence is anything which requires that new housing (and other 
buildings elsewhere in the Plan) to be zero carbon from the outset.  

Planning consents for new homes should be conditional on all heating lighting and 
power being provided from renewable sources; 

• exclusion of fossil fuel gas supplies to such dwellings; 
• every new dwelling/building should have at least one electric car charging 

point; 
• implement now rather than wait for expensive retrofitting of these dwellings 

Housing numbers 

The numbers in the Plan should be reduced. 

The Plan provides for housing new builds over the 17 year period 2021 -2038 to be 
30,481 plus a voluntary extra 8,804 as a buffer and to help the housing needs of 
adjacent Councils.  In practice this means building on Dorset Council green field sites 
to save building on Bournemouth Poole and Christchurch brown field sites. 



The Council is not obliged by national rules to pile up this enormous total of alleged 
need for housing.  The Plan does not mention, never mind address, the option that is 
clearly offered by the National Planning Polícy Framework (NPPF), that a planning 
authority may in ‘exceptional circumstances’ use a different method of calculating 
the level of housing growth that is needed.   

Dorset indeed has exceptional circumstances which would justify an alternative 
approach to assessing the need for housing growth.  These circumstances are : 
- the exceptionally rich heritage of the county in terms of landscape, natural 

habitats, geological features, historic towns & buildings and ancient monuments 
- the wide range and exceptional overlapping density of global, European, national 

and local designations which protect that heritage  
- the Green Belt around the west side of the BCP conurbation, which provides a 

‘green lung’ for a large population of South East Dorset and of the conurbation 
itself 

- the congestion of traffic in Central and South East Dorset, and other severe 
pressures on the infrastructure of those areas.   

Housing type 

The Plan provides no mechanism to address the inevitable purchase of many of these 
new homes as retirement or second homes. The first increases an already adverse 
age demographic and the second hurts communities. Measures should be included 
to encourage Community Land Trusts, and to restrict new home ownership to people 
who actually live there for a significant proportion of new properties. 

The Plan should include policies to encourage the building of smaller homes in rural 
Dorset with live in ownership restriction. 

 

Recommended:  

1. the Chairman should respond to Dorset Council on behalf of the Parish Council 
by 15th March on the basis of the content above, and  

2. members should respond individually if at all possible, since numbers of 
responses are important. 

 

Henry Lovegrove 26 February 2021 


